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templating construction of new buildings. Dr. Dresslar also had on
exhibition various types of window shades and a new idea in the
shape of glass blackboards.

The exhibit played no small part in the importance of the Congress.
It was as nearly ideal as so enormous:and widely representative an
exhibit can be, and we feel sure that its influence will be felt through-
out the country. From Washington the various exhibits have been
carried to their respective States, so that there is almost an epidemic
of exhibits now operating throughout the country. New York State
has planned a methodical exhibit campaign. These exhibits must
have an important influence on the public at large, coming, as they
do, at this time when so much popular .interest is manifested in edu-
cational matters. The Washington exhibit was visited daily by
thousands during the three weeks of its continuance, and included
among its visitors practically all of tne foreign and American dele-
gates to the Congress, as well as thousands of visitors who came to
Washington to attend the meeting of the Congress. The Congress
itself was excellently attended, and thf trend of the discussions was
most gratifying in the progreBsiveness manifested and in the desire
for unification in all the branches of science represented. Most of
the foreign delegates purposed visiting American institutions, and
the stimulating effect of their visits will be hard to estimate.

Vineland, N. J. E. A. DOLL.

MENTAL TESTS AT THE MENTAL HYGIENE CONFERENCE.

Of the many scientific conferences held in such numbers this jcar
in the United States, the recent mental hygiene conference at the
College of the City of New York, November 8-15, is of particular inter-
est to readers of this JOURNAL. The conference was conducted by
the National Committee for Mental Hygiene in co-operation with Ihc
Hygiene Committee of the New York State Charities Aid. The meet-
ings of the Conference were adapted to special audiences, sucli as
general-public meetings, nurses' meetings, physicians' meelings. col-
lege men's meetings, college women's meetings, and parents' meet
ings. The addresses were delivered by such speakers as Dr. L. F.
Barker, Dr. T. W. Salmon, Dr. A. Meyer, Prof. R. S. WoodAVorth
and Mr. Homer Folks. Papers were read on various subjects allied
to insanity, such as mental disease, psychiatry, relation of imntigra-
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tion to insanity, alcohol and insanity, heredity and insanity, and
other such topics. The meetings were well attended by the public
and by professional men, and at one meeting there were present many
delegates to the Clinical Surgeons' Conference, which was then iu
session in 2sTew York. It is estimated that at least 25,000 attended
the exhibit and lectures.

In connection with the Conference there was held an educational
exhibit, which was substantially a portion of the New York State
exhibit recently shown at the Fifteenth International Congress on
Hygiene and Demography. Of particular interest was the exhibit
sent from the Department of Research of the Training School of
Vineland, N. J. This was practically the same as the Cornell exhibit
of educational psychology, also held at the Fifteenth International
Congress. The feature of the'exhibit was the Binet testing, and the
intense popular interest displayed in the work was most encouraging.
The exhibit and the testing were in charge of the assistant in psycho-
logical research at the Training School, who examined children
brought in by interested parents. The purpose of the testing was to
make clear to the public the nature and administration of the tests,
and the importance of such public demonstrational work should not
be underestimated. If the public can see such testing done by com-
petent experimenters, well-versed in psychology and well-trained in
the Binet tests themselves, it is to be expected that they will form
independent opinions as to their value, and also that ignorance con-
cerning the tests may be removed. In the face of the adverse criticism
of insufficiently experienced writers Avhose mere names carry some
weight, it is important that the public be informed under the best
conditions.

Considerable effort was made to have accurate reports published
in the newspapers, and this was attended with some success. The
children examined ranged from defectiveness (including a Mongolian
idiot and a number of feeble-minded) to one child four years above
normal (a girl of eight). A few cases were discovered of children
who had been coached in the tests. These were easily detected and
properly placed by alternative tests or some slight disarrangement
of the ordinary test. E. A. DOLL.

Vineland, N. J.


